IN THE SUN: HOAXES IN D.C. ARE BOTH REAL AND IMAGINED 
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E Officials are trying clean 
up popular spots for target 


shooting. 1B 


E Recreational pot sales begin 
Jan. 1 in California. 1B 


E President Donald Trump 
reveled in the Senate's 
passage of the tax bill 


Saturday. 10A 


E House GOP leaders unveiled 
a plan to avert a government 


shutdown. 10A 


E Roy Moore and his Alabama 
allies are struggling to raise 
campaign money. 10A 


E An Associated Press 
analysis finds charter schools 
are among the nation's most 


segregated. 14A 


E The Army is issuing more 
waivers for pot smoking 
before enlistment. 14A 


E The death penalty was 
administered 23 times this 
year, a comparatively low 


number. 14A 


E U.S. Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis met with Egyptian 
officials in Cairo. 20A 


E Pope Francis defended his 
decision not to mention the 
Rohingya while in Myanmar. 


20A 


E The final death toll in 
October's truck bombing 
in Somalia's capital is 512 


people. 20A 


E Vietnam veterans have a 
new opportunity to share their 
thoughts on issues affecting 


them. 1B 


A new PBS music special 
puts The Smith Center in the 
national spotlight. 1F 

E Royal wedding-inspired 
cocktails are on the menu at 


Strip bars. 8F 


E Specials help elevate Anna 
Marie's above other Italian 
restaurants, Heidi Knapp 


Rinella says. 8F 


On, 


Partly 
cloudy 
72 42 


Rachel Aston Las Vegas Review-Journal @rookie__rae 
An abandoned house near the road in Dyer in Esmeralda County. The county is one of the least 
populous in the nation. 


Nevada's outback 


Esmeralda County's residents know both hardships, 
close bonds in a slice of the vanishing rural West 


By John M. Glionna e Special to the Las Vegas Review-Journal 


ESMERALDA COUNTY 
HEY’ RE the Thelma and Louise of Nevada’s unpeopled expanse. 
Advanced EMTs Val Trucksa and Nancy Knighten race along lonely 
backroads to dispense what they call “medicine in a ditch,’ responding 
to calls across 3,500 square miles in an isolated county with the nation’s second- 
lowest population density. 
Each time they leave “the barn,’ the two best friends begin another life-and- 
death mission rushing patients they know by first name to the nearest full-service 
hospital that’s not exactly around the bend. 


See ESMERALDA 16A 
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Advanced EMTs Val Trucksa, left, and Nancy 


Darren Chapa cuts alfalfa to package June 6 in 
Dyer in Esmeralda County. Most of the residents Knighten in Dyer. Their work takes them across 


rely on agricultural work. an area the size of Rhode Island. 
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Congressman 
plans to fight 
allegations 


By Michael Scott Davidson 
and Gary Martin 
Las Vegas Review-Journal 


WASHINGTON — 
Freshman Democratic 
Rep. Ruben Kihuen, a 
rising star in Nevada 
politics, will not resign his 
seat amid allegations of 
sexual harassment de- 
spite calls to 
do so from 
House Mi- 
nority Lead- 
er Nancy 
Pelosi and 
members 
~ of Neva- 
Ruben da’s con- 
Kihuen gressional 

delegation, 
a Democratic political 
operative said. 

Kihuen spoke with 
Pelosi late Friday eve- 
ning about allegations 
that he propositioned a 
campaign aide for sex and 
touched her thighs with- 
out consent. 

After speaking with 
Pelosi, Kihuen decided 
early Saturday that “he’s 
not going to resign,” said 
a Democratic operative 
familiar with the con- 
gressman’s decision. “He’s 
not stepping down.” 

Pelosi issued a state- 
ment Friday that said, “In 
light of these upsetting 
allegations, Congressman 
Kihuen should resign.” 
Rep. Ben Ray Luján, 
D-N.M., chairman of the 
Democratic Congressio- 
nal Campaign Committee, 


See KIHUEN 11A 
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More accountability expected from UNLV athletics 


By Mark Anderson 
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beginning of the fiscal year, 
a change that probably will 
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UNLV’s athletic depart- 
ment for years had the safety 
net of knowing if it exceeded 
its budget, the university 
could cover the deficit at the 
end of the fiscal year. 

Soon, that no longer will 
be the case. 

The university and athletic 
department are working on 
a plan that calls for univer- 


take place next year. 

“We don’t have all the 
answers figured out yet, but 
we want to make that trans- 
parent and proactive and 
then hold us accountable,” 
said athletic director Desiree 
Reed-Francois, who was 
hired in April. 


See UNLV 12A 


UNLV 
athletic 
director 
Desiree 
Reed- 
Francois on 
Thursday at 
the Thomas 
& Mack 
Center. 
Richard Brian 
Las Vegas 
Review-Journal 


